
0 D\� � �� �

9RO�����
1 XPEHU��

Next Gener al M eet i ng
Andrew Rein and David Johns wi ll explain how to conver t analog audio 

(l ike LPs and tapes) to digital audio (CDs and MP3s), using your 
computer or with standalone equipment .

Wednesday, May 17, 7:30 pm..........................Florence Bain Senior Center

Next Wi ndow s SI G M eet i ng
Topic: What ’s I nside Your PC (besides the dust bunnies)?
Tuesday, May 23, 7:00 pm...............................Florence Bain Senior Center
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from Mike Kerwin

Well fr iends, you know that M& M love to 
t ravel , but we have not visi ted the real Uppsala, 
Sweden. No, this story is about t rying to maintain 
power for my home desktop dur ing power outages 
with Uninterr upt ible Power Suppli es (UPS), but 
t ravel figures prominent ly in the story.

This story begins li ke many fairy tales: Once 
Upon a Time. Those who have visi ted M& M's place 
know that I have instal led bat tery backup devices for 
several of our elect ronic devices such as desktop PCs 
and TVs. (Some of these were acquired quite cheaply 
on the day after Thanksgiving sales at elect ronic 
stores.) L ike al l such devices, these have defini te li fe 
expectancies and sooner or later the batt er ies inside 
have used up their chemical magic. When this 
happens an annoying sound emits from the un it unt il 
i t is turned off or replaced. And this happened to me 
a couple of weeks ago. 

Now one might t hink that the bat tery in the 
unit could just be swapped for a new one and the 
juice would cont inue to flow. Unfortunately t ime 
moves on and manufacturers change the 
configurat ion of their devices. To the consumer this 
means that replacement batt er ies usuall y wind up 
cost ing more than a new un it , which comes with a 
longer warr anty than the replacement . You know the 
dr il l : new purchase t rumps 
replacement par ts/repair for 
most everything in 
elect ronics.

As an aside, I took the 
old uni t t o my local Bat ter ies 
Plus store where they claim 
to recycle such i tems. I n this 
case "recycle" may have more 
than one meaning as the store 
had several such un its lying 
around for sale wi th hand 
wr it ten pr ices on st icky notes. 
This leads me to bel ieve that 
they were able to replace the 
bat ter ies and hoped to make a 
bit of profi t in sel l ing a new 
bat tery in the old case which 

they got free. This is one way to recycle though I 
personal ly prefer a manufacturer 's warranty for such a 
device.

In this case my t rusty, though several years old, 
UPS died. I vainly t r ied the reset but ton and gave i t a 
rest overnight , but i t was t ruly used up. Reluctant ly I 
plugged my surge suppressor power st r ip direct ly into 
the wall and star ted searching for a new unit . I n that 
endeavor I was lucky. I rout inely save the elect ronic ads 
from the Sunday paper t ill the next set become 
avail able and act ive. I dug these out and searched for 
the best deal on a new UPS. For these devices the 
rat ing un it is usuall y a power rat ing in volt -amps with 
var ious t imes given for cont inuous operat ion in the 
event of a power fail ure. With the common use of LCD 
monitors in place of CRTs, the t imes have increased 
significant ly for the same power rat ing. My search led 
me to CompUSA which offered an 800 Va un it for only 
$50 (after r ebate) which seemed to be a bargain 
compared to what others were offer ing that week, and 
was even more power ful than the defunct un it . 

As a chemist I am famili ar with the basis for 
making these devices: lead and sulfur ic acid, with the 
emphasis on the former as i t is a very dense element . 
Hence the more power ful the un it , the heavier i t is 
li kely to be. For the un it in quest ion, the bat tery alone 
weighs about 15 lbs in a package the size of two 
standard br icks. The case adds about another 20 lbs. 
The total i s not excessive but not t r ivial ei ther.

My saga begins at my local store in 
Rockvill e where I located a un it by onl ine order ing 
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for in-store pickup. I f I had any doubts about 
whether this was a good pr ice, the fact t hat most 

locat ions were sold-out by Tuesday put t hem to rest . I 
stopped at t he store on my way home, just three 
blocks from my office, took i t home, connected the 
bat tery, and waited t i l l morning. When I t r ied to turn 
i t on the green l ight came on, and then the red 
(Replace Bat tery) l ight star ted flashing and beeping. I 
unplugged the un it , re-connected the batt ery and 
plugged i t back in for an hour or so - st ill i t flashed 
and beeped. I left i t plugged in all day, but t he result 
was the same when I got home from work.

Next I packed i t all back in the box and made 
sure I had the receipt in hand. The only store locat ion 
showing stock st il l on hand was in Alexandr ia, about 
20 mil es from my workplace. I spent my lunch t ime 
the next day lugging the defect ive un it t o work (20 
mi les) and then to Alexandr ia (another 20 miles). 
Dur ing midday, i t ’s possible to make this t r ip in a bi t 
over an hour. I checked onli ne and cal led the store 
before making the t rek so they had one when I 
ar r ived. As a bad por tent I not iced another open box of 
the same model behind the Customer Service Counter, 
but t he representat ive quickly and eff icient ly made the 
exchange. I then lugged the new un it to work and to 
home to begin the overnight charging process. 
Unfortunately the new uni t acted the same as the first 
and would not t ake a charge. 

By the t ime I did the overnight and all day 
charge process, i t was Fr iday night and we were out . 
Saturday morning, I cal led the manufacturer and 
learned that business hours were 8am to 8pm Monday 
through Fr iday. Checking the in-store inventory 
showed the Alexandr ia store was st ill the only one 
with stock on hand. An 80-mile round t r ip to 
Alexandr ia did not appeal, so on Monday I call ed the 
company's tech support . The lady I talked to had me 
to do a reset on the device's internal fi rmware (makes 
the yell ow li ght flash) and leave i t plugged in 
overnight again. Perhaps another bad por tent was 
that her computer system was down and she could not 
log in my call for suppor t . The next morning brought 
on the red li ght and the beeping again. Str ike Two!

Now it is Tuesday night and I am calli ng the 
firm again. By now I am a bi t frust rated and 
uncomfor table that my computer has only an aging 
surge suppressor to protect i t . This t ime the service 
representat ive has me do the reset and charge, again 
to no avail as I had already t r ied a couple of t imes. 
He next suggests that I return the unit t o the store 
for exchange. When I tell him that most of the retail 
store locat ions are sold-out and that I have already 
exchanged i t once, he agrees to ship me a replacement 
-to arr ive in about four days.

Lo and behold, ye of li t t le fai th: i t arr ived as 
promised AND it worked!! I t came with a return UPS 
(United Parcel Service) label which the store down the 
st reet cheer full y accepted. I proceeded to send off my 

rebate documents -- $20 in the mail down the road -- 
and plug my precious computer back into a bat tery 
back-up and then configure the shutdown software. 
The software is a basic version which does not appear 
to interact with act ive software though, of course, 
there is an upgrade one can purchase which may do 
more.

Though my story is long and required pat ience 
to l ive through (and to read through), I accompli shed 
my goal. There have been many t imes over the past 
several years when storms caused momentary power 
outages that my UPS has saved the day, even some 
newslet ter columns, by br idging the shor t power gap 
or giving me t ime to save my work and power down in 
good order. I do recommend these un its for home use. 
The cost is reall y reasonable as they last several years 
and draw only l imi ted power to maintain the bat tery 
in a charged state.

CM UG Busi ness
On to business: Thanks to Robin Abell o for his 

presentat ion of an onli ne marketplace for Columbia. 
From al l repor ts i t was interest ing and a st imulat ing 
discussion ensued. I 'm sorry to have been ill and 
missed i t . 

This month our own Andrew Rein and David 
Johns wil l show how to conver t analog recordings (old 
technology) to digi tal format (curr ent t echnology and 
iPod-able). Unfortunately Mary and I wi l l be away 
doing some sur fing of a different sort .
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Here’s is what we have planned for the next 

few meet ings. To suggest a meet ing topic (especiall y i f 
you can suggest a possible speaker for the topic), please 
talk to me at t he meet ing, or via email at 
cdlot s@yahoo.com .
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J un e 21: Rob Pegoraro, consumer tech columnist for 
the Washington Post , will explain how he decides what 
hardware and software makes his column, and what 
leads to a good review.  He’ll also discuss technology 
journali sm, and take quest ions about his work. Also, 
Officer Elect ions!

J u l y 19: Vic McGonegal, from Computer Seniors of 
Amer ica (www.computerseniors.org), will talk discuss 
his organizat ion, which is an "ent ryway to cyberspace 
for the mature ci t izen." He'l l discuss the phil osophy, 
pr inciples, and operat ions of a volunteer-staffed 

computer school, where they t ry to make the 
complex, “simple and fun.”
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The Windows Special I nterest Group (SIG) 
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month. The SIG 
focuses on using and 
maintaining Windows, al l 
plat forms. We take quest ions, 
present t ips and techniques, 
demonst rate freeware/
shareware and even feature 
some web topics using a l i tt le 
t r ickery.

This month, our topic is “What ’s I nside Your 
PC (besides the dust bunnies)?” I f you have a 
suggest ion or a topic for the SIG, please email me at 
m i k es_l i ne@hot m ai l .com . 

Remember that the meet ings are now at t he 
Florence Bain Senior Center, and begin at 7 pm. See 
the CMUG website at www .mi ll k er n .com/cm ug 
for maps and direct ions.
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by Bob Cl ick, Greater Or lando Computer Users Group

I worked the Nat ional Sign Associat ion show 
and i t was interest ing. Most of the outdoor elect ronic 
signs were using very br ight LEDs that are easi ly 
seen, even in br ight sun li ght . The LED’s br ightness 
can be adjusted ei ther automat ical ly or manually. The 
one I saw up close was composed of modules 19 inches 
square that can be easil y changed to repair i t . I f a 
hurr icane is approaching i t is easy to dismant le the 
modules and safely store them (assuming your storage 
survives!). I t was a large show. There were many types 
of giant pr inters, and other machines that would 
stamp out al l kinds of par ts for 
signs.

Memphis PC Users Group 
Inc. has a great newslet ter thanks 
to the Editor Jin Yang. An 
interest ing art icle in the January 
2006 issue caught my eye call ed “A 
Let ter from China”, by Judith 
Bogan, working in Shanghai , 
China. There are other interest ing 
ar t icles, but look for that issue on 
their newslett er archive page. Their websi te is 
www .mpcug.or g. 

I have developed other health problems 
(numbing toes among other things), but I have a lot 
packed in the column for you this month, so you don’t 
need my health problems. I n the announcements 
below, I ’ve edited much of the wording out , so I 
suggest you check for more product informat ion on the 
websi tes. Remember I have not t r ied them and know 
nothing about t hese products but t hought they were 
interest ing. Be sure to check their pr ivacy statements, 
i f they have one. Also, I need more opinions on my 
using these announcements in the column.

Games Anyo ne?
TameStorm Games unveil ed the newest 

version of ‘Fill er ’. The inner st ructure of the game 
reveals features of puzzles and st rategies combined, so 
they have a few games to put on the same li st .

What you are to do here is to occupy half, or 
the major i t y of, the flowers on the field. The field is a 
met iculously crafted meadow picture, in which flowers 
are fresh and li ve and their petals st ill remember the 
touch of an ar t ist 's brush. You always start a game 
from the left side. The computer always starts from 
the r ight one. You always make the first move. The 
game field has flowers with coins, which you need to 
seize. The more coins you have, the more bonuses you 
can buy. I f you have gathered enough money, you can 
repaint flowers in the color of your zone, randomize 
unoccupied space, and make your opponent miss one 
turn and more. Two modes of the game are avai lable: 
classic puzzle and advanced puzzle. I n advanced 

puzzle mode you wil l see black flowers that you can't 
seize.

Fi l ler Features at a Glance (Ful l Version):
ª  Unl imited game play t ime;
ª  100 layouts of the field and 100 levels in advanced 

game;
ª  100 levels in classic game;
ª  11 special bonuses;
ª  I nterest ing game for your chi ldren;
ª  Graphics designed by masters of Russian 

Khokhloma paint ing;
ª  Splendid relaxing game.

Pr icing and Avail abil i ty: Fil ler 1.2 runs under 
Windows98/ME/2000/XP and costs $14.95 (USD). 

TameStorm Games offers user group members 
a 15% discount . Use the coupon code TAME-
HQBL-FILL on the order page. Addit ional 
informat ion on Fill er, as well as i t s evaluat ion 
version with 30 minutes of the game play and 
several l ocked levels is avai lable as a free 
download at : www .t amest or m.com / games/ 
f i l l er _puzzl e_game/ f i l l er _demo_set up.exe.
Product page li nk: www .t amest or m.com / 
gam es/ f i l l er _puzzle_game. Website: 
www .t amest or m.com .

Get M oder n Wi t h eBook
“Smar t eBook Maker for Richer Content and 

Stronger Copyr ight Protect ion.”
eBook Maestro released an update to i ts ful ly 

featured e-book compiler “eBook Maestro 1.50.” 
eBook Maestro is a robust compil er that makes 
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r ich standalone e-books out of HTML pages, 
mul t imedia fi les and scr ipts. The program now 
suppor ts al l popular mult imedia formats and helps 
embed flash, shockwave, and other visual elements 
into a single executable. eBook Maest ro offers var ious 
means of content protect ion from disabli ng cut-and-
paste and pr intout t o on-li ne regist rat ion and l imited 
use for unregistered copies. I n response to copyr ight 
concerns, we provide mult i-level protect ion of e-book 
contents. Not only can you effect ively l imit t he use of a 
publi cat ion, but also protect i ts content against 
changes. Besides making e-books, i t provides r ich 
features for mult imedia presentat ions, ezines, off li ne 
web si tes, t raining and educat ional courses, 
adver t isement and promot ion let ters, and other kinds 
of publi cat ions.

Pr icing and 
Avail abil i ty: eBook Maestro 
v1.50 runs under Windows 
98/ME/NT/2000/XP. A 
standard version of the 
product is avail able at 
$35.95 USD for a single user 
li cense. A professional 
version wi th extended 
suppor t for commercial e-publ ishing is pr iced at $69.95 
USD for the same single user l icense. eBook Maestro 
wi th core funct ionali t y is also avai lable as a freeware. 
eBook Maestro STANDARD and eBook Maest ro PRO 
are offered at a 40% discount . Discount coupon 
"C2044NN 1449" is redeemable at 
www .ebook maest r o.com/pu r ch ase_di scoun t .h t m l . 
The t r ial versions of eBook Maest ro STANDARD and 
eBook Maest ro PRO, and the freeware version of 
eBook Maest ro FREE are avail able for download at 
www .ebook maest r o.com/dow n load.h t m l . Webpage: 
www .ebook maest r o.com.

Get Ri d of Those Dupl i cat e Fi l es
We are the producer of NoClone, a fil e ut i li ty 

which un covers t rue dupl icate fil es and recovers 
valuable disk space. Reasonable Software House is 
offer ing a 20% discount to user group members on 
NoClone. To get the discount , foll ow this li nk: h t t p:// 
noclone.net / mybuy.asp? pr om o=H F89AW. 

Don't buy a new hard dr ive, buy NoClone. 
Uncover dupli cate fi les; recover valuable disk space. 
Informat ion at h t t p://noclone.net .

Reasonable Soft w ar e House (a M ont h l y 
Ser v i ce)

An onl ine permission-based newslet ter 
management system call ed Reasonable Spread, also 
from Reasonable Software House, can help with your 
newslet ter management . By using Reasonable Spread, 
you can communicate wi th your members by sending 
newslet ter /latest news/announcements. Or i t can be 
used as an elect ronic publi shing tool by sending users 
news and art icles wr it ten by group president or 

members. For the free t r ial : h t t p:// 
spr ead.r easonabl esw .com. To order at 20% 
discount : h t t p:// spr ead.r easonablesw .com / 
mypages/ d i scoun t s-20.aspx. Phone: +852 35204490 
Fax: +852 35204492 Mobil e: +852 92276779. Address: 
Suite 332, I nnoCentre, 72 Tat Chee Avenue, Kowloon 
Tong, Hong Kong

Mor e Pr oduct Ann ouncement s
Almeza Research has released Mult iSet 2.0 

and Captain Tray 6.0.
Mult iSet is a solut ion to the problem of 

automat ic program install at ion. Mul t iSet has been 
created to free you from rout ine work such as program 
instal lat ions. All you have to do is install the 
appl icat ion only once on your PC and Mul t iSet will 
record all your act ions. Mult iSet wi ll i nstall all the 
appl icat ions you need automat ical ly, ei ther on your 
or iginal computer or on a new one; i t 's ideal for 
rebuil ding your systems quickly!

Mult iSet automat ical ly star ts the install at ion 
procedure, takes care of all necessary but tons, li ke 
"Next ", "I agree", and "Finish". This install at ion robot 
wi ll speci fy the path for the instal lat ion and 
automat ical ly configure all att ending set t ings. All 
regist rat ion codes and li cense keys wi ll also be entered 
in a self-act ing mode. Once you have done i t , you can 
playback the whole process and create your 
instal lat ion CD/DVD disc! Website: 
www .almeza.com. Get 50% discount (MSRP $44.95, 
although I am unsure about t hat MSRP) h t t ps:// 
www .r egnow .com/ sof t sel l / nph -sof t sell .cgi ? 
i t em=13741-1& ss_cou pon=AL M E-XEH N.

Capt ai n Tr ay Pr o
Turn your system t ray into your PC cent ral 

command center.
Captain Tray Pro is a t iny software appli cat ion 

that makes a di fference when i t comes to organizing 
favor i te programs, customizing the system t ray and 
creat ing shor tcuts for instantaneously minimizing 
windows, changing capt ions and doing a number of 
other tasks.  Essent iall y, any user who invests an hour 
into invest igat ing this tool is l ikely to completely 
abandon the t radit ional way of endless window 
browsing and using the Star t menu to open documents 
and launch appl icat ions.

Many users need several appli cat ions runn ing 
simul taneously. Some of those appl icat ions are used 
quite frequent ly, others only when they are needed. So 
the Windows taskbar can get full y packed and 
everything seems to be necessary, and you have no 
desire to close any programs. Some appli cat ions can be 
minimized to the system t ray, but what shall we do 
about 'Notepad', 'Calculator ', 'M icrosoft Word', 
'Microsoft Excel ' and our other favor i te programs? 
Captain Tray Pro is there to help you. We also 
offer Time Assist Pro; both are avai lable at a 
discount .
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Captain Tray Pro website: 
www .capt ai n t r ay .com. 50% discount URL: 
h t t ps://www .r egnow .com/ sof t sel l / nph -

sof t sell .cgi ? i t em=13741-2& ss_coupon=AL M E-XEH N
Time Assist Pro (a project manager) website: 

www .myt i meassi st .com . 50% Discount li nk: h t t ps:// 
www .r egnow .com/ sof t sel l / nph -sof t sell .cgi ? 
i t em=13741-4& ss_cou pon=AL M E-XEH N.

That ’s I t for Th i s M on t h
Meet me here again next month i f your edi tor 

permits. Be sure to check for new announcement pages 
on my websi te (www .dealsguy.com ). This column is 
wr i tt en to make user group members aware of special 
offers or freebies I have found or arr anged, and my 
comments should not be interpreted to encourage, or 
discourage, the purchase of any products, no mat ter how 
enthused I might sound. 
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by Mike Hayes

With PC hardware pr ices dropping almost every 
day, many users are upgrading, some sooner than they  
ever thought . Often you can replace a PC tower wi th one 
3-4 t imes the clock cycles, three-t imes the memory and 
hard dr ive size for hal f to third what you paid for your 
older PC.

So after you get the shiny-new tower unpacked and 
setup and you’re browsing the Internet and reading your 
email , the real wor ld sets in. Your spouse asks “When are 
you going to get t his old PC out of the XYZ room?” The 
XYZ room might be the famil y room, the li ving room, the 
study; wherever i t is, your old PC is probably in the way.

What seemed l ike just yesterday has turned into 
weeks, and that old PC is st i ll just si t t ing there. You’ve 
already t ransferr ed all the required data off and there is 
nothing you need that old junk for. I t runs Win98 and is so 
slow you hate the thought of even boot ing i t again. You 
already t r ied asking your brother i f he wanted i t . No! 
Maybe the neighbor k id down the st reet . No, the kid says 
i t ’s too slow for anything useful. (Reall y made your day!) 
So, you figure there’s only one more avenue to put t he PC 
to good use. Donate i t t o a PC recycl ing organizat ion that 
recer t i fies i t for use by schools, youth groups etc. So you 
make the call and arr ange to drop i t off.

At last , all i s quiet on the home front . You’re busy 
comput ing and there’s no old iron sit t ing around. 
Meanwhile your PC has found a new home, being put t o 
good use. But t hat good use may not be the use you 
thought . I t may have found i ts way into the hands of some 

unscrupulous individuals who have made i t thei r 
goal to ext ract all the informat ion possible off the 
hard dr ive. I f you did your homework they won’t 
get anything. I f not , undelete and even unformat 
ut il i t ies can l ikely restore all your personal and 
financial data on the PC. Depending on what you 
did with that old hard dr ive wi ll determine what 
success the new owner will have, and how messy 
your l i fe is going to become.

You did take steps to remove your 
valuable data, r ight? Ident i t y theft is big business 
now. Hackers have moved their focus to t rojans 
that capture log-in ID and passwords to financial 
inst i tut ions. They can sel l this info on the black 
market for huge profi ts. Hackers have to work 
hard to get t his data. Giving away your hard 
dr ive wi th personal data is l ike handing over your 
ATM and PIN. Of course i f you never used the PC 
for any financial act ivi ty, or to access your bank 
or broker etc., and you never cr eated any 
document with your Social Secur i ty number, then 
maybe you’re OK. I f you’re not sure, well maybe 
you’d bet ter sign up for a credi twatch 
subscript ion.

Gene Bar low (User Group Relat ions) ran 
an ar t icle a whi le back to inform the readers that 
simply delet ing the data from a hard dr ive does 
not make i t gone. I t ’s just not in view. Even 
format t ing i t is not a guarantee. Gene went on to 
describe several ut i l i t ies that can wipe your hard 
dr ive of al l data. With most of these you boot from 
floppy or CD and i t wi ll completely remove all 
data by wr it ing mult iple, al ternat ing pat terns a 
number of t imes that wi l l make anything on the 
dr ive unreachable by anyone except maybe by the 
NCIS team. Check on pr ice and avai labili t y at t he 
User Group Relat ions site: www .ugr .com /
st or e.h t m l .

I f you find this to be too much bother, you 
could just open the case, remove the hard dr ive 
and take out years of f rust rat ions on i t with a 
10lb hammer. (Make sure you wear safety glasses, 
a ful l face protector would be bet ter, as this could 
be quite hazardous.)  Sounds l ike fun, but may be 
harder than you think. You need to make sure 
that you have dest royed the platt ers to the point 
where they could never be mounted and used 
again.  This wi ll probably lessen the donat ing 
value of the PC. I f that ’s the case, please take the 
PC to a proper elect ronic recycler. For Howard 
County residents the Alpha Ridge landfill at 2350 
Marr iot tsvill e Rd is free to residents. You need 
just show your dr iver ’s l icense. Happy comput ’n. 

[Ed. Note: I couldn ’t fi nd the Gene Bar low 
ar ticle Mike mentions, but here’s one on the same 
topic, cour tesy of Microsoft and APCUG: 
ww w.apcug.net / ed i t or i a l / 2006/ 
011306.r t f .]
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by Joe Schmi tt via APCUG

One of the greatest t ools of the Internet has 
always been maps. From the ear ly days of the Internet 
www .mapquest .com  was a great source for onli ne 
geography. Now a myr iad of new tools is avai lable to 
home Internet users to navigate through the wor ld.

Beli eve i t or not , one of the biggest uses for 
onl ine maps is not for that big long t r ip to the Grand 
Canyon with the kids but for finding local addresses. 
How many t imes recent ly have you used a service 
such as www .mapquest .com  or maps.goog le.com  
to find that new restaurant or new store? While the 
onl ine services avail able can be used to find the next 
route cross-count ry, they are more often used locall y.

Another popular r ole that curr ent car tographic 
si tes such as mappoi n t .m sn .com  serve is where a 
par t icular place is in relat ion to your curr ent locat ion. 
There are many t imes when we are watching the news 
and someplace l ike Jumbo, WV pops up; there is now 
a great new tool to let you explore the wor ld vir tual ly.

Google Ear th (h t t p://ear t h .goog le.com ) is a 
new offer ing from Google that offers a un ique spin on 
onl ine car tography. Whil e most mapping services t ry 
to offer you a st raight forward approach to mapping, 
Google’s newest t ool takes quite a different t act . 
Described by Google as “a globe that si ts in your PC,” 
Google Ear th offers a new perspect ive on mapping 
software. L ike al l i ts major compet i tors, Google Ear th 
wi ll al low you to find addresses, points of interest , or a 
dr iving route. What makes Google Ear th different is 
the way in which i tems are displayed to the user. 
Google Ear th has to instal l software on your machine, 
and once instal led i t needs an Internet connect ion to 
display i t s images. Also be advised that Google Ear th 
is resource intensive: i t requires a fair ly fast machine 
wi th 3D graphics capabil i ty.

When you fi rst star t up Google Ear th you see 
the image below.

Google Ear th generates an image of the planet 

taken from a mosaic of satelli te and aer ial 
photographs. I f you enter an address such as your 
home in the search bar, Google Earth doesn’t just pop 
a map of your neighborhood but actuall y fli es to the 
locat ion. You see the image of the ear th get larger and 
larger as i f you were descending on the locat ion from 
outer space. All the t ime as the planet moves closer, 
the program cont inuall y generates more detai led 
pictures of the sur face unt i l you are sit t ing above the 
locat ion you are searching for.

Another great feature of Google Earth is 
angular display. Not only are dead top center views 
avai lable but you can also t il t the plane of the viewing 
area to see things in the distance. Now this sounds 
li ke I should be able to t i l t t he image and see the 
windows on my house, but that just isn’t possible. All 
the images are from satel l i te or aer ial photographs 
that are also taken from st raight overhead.

Topography is another feature that Google 
Ear th incorporates makes the t il t ing feature quite 
impressive. Topography is how the terr ain r ises and 
fall s in any given locat ion. Google ear th uses 3D 
technology to render the r ise and fal l of the land based 
on radar data gathered from mult iple space shutt le 
missions. The images are melded with the topography 
and you have the impression of seeing mountains r ise 
and canyons fal l (see screen shot on next page).

Not only does Google Ear th provide these new 
ways to explore the wor ld but they have also included 
the abi li t y to include data fil es of your own. I f you 
choose to upgrade to the “plus” version you can impor t 
data from any of the popular GPS (Global Posit ioning 
System) receivers curr ent ly avai lable. You can impor t 
waypoints, routes, and t racks from the uni t . 

Also, you can impor t images, such as a 
topographic map, and or ient t hem as over lays on the 
satell i te images. The appli cat ion wi ll let you 
resize and rotate the map unt il fi ts. Google 
Ear th wil l also let you save data in fi les that can 
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I ’m afraid this is going to be 
another smal li sh newslet ter. I don’t have 
t ime to do much wr it ing, mysel f, and I 
didn’t get the usual monthly col lect ion of 
ar t icles from APCUG. Thanks to Mike 
Kerwin and Mike Hayes, we do have some 
local content for this newslet ter. Plus Bob Click ’s 
Deals, and Joe Schmit t ’s ar t icle (which was in last 
month’s APCUG assor tment ).

Upcomi ng Dr aw i ng
I do want t o wr i te an art icle or two for the 

newslet ter, par t ly to make sure I st i l l know how, and 
par t ly because I would then have a good shot at 
winning the $50 gi ft card we’l l be giving away in June.

Remember, to get your name in the hat , you 
must wr i te an ar t icle for the newslet ter, or do a 
meet ing presentat ion, in the six months preceding the 
drawing. So far, I can see only five names in the 
drawing. Ar t Sil verglate did a presentat ion in March 
on Buying or Buil ding a PC, and Andrew Rein is doing 
this month’s presentat ion. Mike Hayes’ name is in the 
hat twice, once for his Apr il ar t icle on keeping your 

email address safe, and again for this month’s ar t icle. 
And Jack Fogar ty rounds out the l ist , for his ar t icle on 
Nor ton Frustrat ion in February.

You too can get your name in this drawing (or 
in the next one, in December). Just wr i te an art icle for 
The Megaphone about a computer -related topic, or do 
a presentat ion at a general meet ing. (I f you want t o do 
a presentat ion, i t ’d be wise to talk to our program 
director, Andrew Rein, fi rst .)

Elect i ons
Let me add a br ief reminder that t he June 

meet ing is our elect ion meet ing. Our curr ent officers 
have agreed to run for off ice again: Mike Kerwin as 
President , Mike Hayes as Vice President , John Weske 
as Treasurer, and Mary Guarnier i (very reluctant ly) as 
Secretary.

I f you are interested in runn ing for any of 
these offices, please speak to any board member. At 
the May general meet ing, any member can nominate 
any (wil l ing!) member for elect ive office.

CMUG doesn’t run by i t self, and li ke most 
volunteer organizat ions, we can always use more help. 
I f you’d li ke to help your user group become even 
bet ter, again, please talk to any board member. 
(The l ist is on the back of this newslet ter.)

be shared with other users. 
One interest ing aspect is fil es 

that can u t ili ze data avai lable on 
the web for dynamic interact ion. 
Cli ck on this l ink to see some 
examples: http://earth.goog le.com/
tour/thanks-win.html . For example 
there is a li nk to a fil e that wi l l 
t rack fli ghts around the US l ive. I t 
displays an icon for the plane and 
shows i t in relat ion to where i t is in 
the air.

Google Ear th offers some 
new and interest ing ways to 
explore our wor ld. With thousands 
of user fil es, i t can be customized to 
any number of needs to sui t your 
tastes. A great resource for new 
ideas involving Google Ear th is the 
Google Ear th blog at : http://
www.gearthb log.com/ or at t he 
community: http://
bbs.keyhole.com/ubb /
ubbthreads.php/Cat/0.

The only li mits to Google 
Ear th are what your imaginat ion 
and determinat ion can achieve.

This ar ticle comes to us from APCUG, the 
Association of Personal Computer User Groups, of 
which CMUG is a member. Joe Schmitt i s a member of 
the Tampa Bay Computer Society (ww w.tampa-

bay.or g). He is a computer and technology guru, who 
also has a love for the outdoors. He can often be 
found tromping around the woods wi th his GPS 
and d igi tal camera. Emai l him at 
j schmi tt @tampabay.r r .com.



George Coff in
8652 Open Meadow Way
Columbia, MD  21045

Meet ing:
Wednesday , M ay 17, 7:30 pm

Andr ew Rei n and Dav i d J ohn s wi ll discuss 
turning analog audio into digi tal audio,

eg LPs into MP3s
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M ember sh i p and Change of Add r ess
Send renewals and address changes to:
 George Coff in
 CMUG Membership
 8652 Open Meadow Way
 Columbia, MD   21045
 gcoff i n3@comcast .net

Rev iew s
Send review software, hardware, books, 
and info to:
 CMUG Reviews
 Att : Ar t Silverglate
 PO Box 125
 Columbia, MD   21045
 asi l ver @er ols.com

Edi t or i al Copy
Send ar t icles, lett ers, ad copy, quest ions, 
and comments to:
 CMUG Megaphone
 Att : Paul Van Bloem
 PO Box 125
 Columbia, MD  21045
 p jva nbloem@aol .com
Use any of these formats: ASCI I (text ), 
RTF, or Word.

CM UG Of f i cer s and Con t act s
President ..................Mike Kerwin.......410-531-1822..k er w i nm @dea.nci .n i h .gov
Vice President .........Mike Hayes.........410-465-1131....m i k es_l i ne@hot mai l .com
Secretary..................Mary Guarnier i...410-531-1822...w at er melon@com cast .net
Treasurer .................John Weske.........301-774-7564................j sw esk e@juno.com
Asst Treasurer .........Bil l Baxter ...........410-531-2820...........bi l l bax t er @er ols.com
Membership.............George Coff in......410-750-6914..........gcoff i n3@comcast .net
Reviews....................Ar t Si lverglate....410-750-2435.................asi l ver @er ols.com
Programs.................Andrew Rein.......240-473-4299................cd l ot s@ya hoo.com
Publ icity...................Jack Fogarty.......301-774-0331.................j foga r t y@bcpl .net
Megaphone Editor ...Paul Van Bloem..410-549-3070...........p j va nbloem@aol .com
Board Member.........Sumi K inoshita...301-549-3939...........sk i nosh i t a@juno.com

The CMUG Megaphone is t he official newslett er of t he Cent ral Maryland 
Users Group (CM UG). Ar t icles are copyr ight © 2006 by thei r r espect ive 
authors, except where noted, and all r ight s are reserved. For r epr int 
permission, please contact t he edi t or .

General meet ings are held t he t hi r d Wednesday of every month at 
7:30 pm at t he Florence Bain Senior Center , near t he Harpers 
Choice Vi l lage Center in Columbia MD. The number t here is 
410-313-7213.

Membership in the user group is curr ent l y $25 (cheap!). 
Membership includes a monthly subscript ion t o the CMUG 
Megaphone, a membership di rectory, ful l access pr ivil eges to t he 
Websi t e, and drawings for fr ee and review software at meet ings.
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